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movement is to be assured. He has, however, no doubt at all about the
response from India. Apart from the women at Charlestown, there are com*
munities of strikers in every affected area to be supported, and the cost of
the march to the Rand is estimated at one shilling per day per man. Volksrust
bakers have received a contract for the supply of bread, which is sent on
each day by rail to an appointed station. The sugar is served out for its sus-
taining properties, and amounts to about five packets a day in the aggregate.
The Indians make a hole in their loaves, into which they put their handfuls of
sugar. Each man carries a pannikin, which he fills with water as often as is
possible. The marchers had an unexpected treat at Paardekop, where last
night tea was served to the full 2,000 odd of them at the expense of a local
Indian storekeeper. Mr. Gandhi impressed upon them the fact that tea was
not on the regular menu. Leaving Mr. Gandhi with the passive resisters,
whose leadership to the promised land he resumed, Mr. Kallenbach and I re-
turned to Volksrust, and passed about 13 miles from the town a further band
of 100 coolies, who crossed the border this morning with as little trouble as
their predecessors. Some of those who march to Johannesburg, I learn, are
men who were charged at Newcastle with breaking their indentures, and were
released on their own recognisances through lack of prison accommodation.
They offered to await trial if food and shelter were provided, but this the local
Magistrate refused, and so they departed to join in the march on Johannes-
burg.

Indian Opinion, 19-11-1913

APPENDIX XH

,                   EXTRACT FROM GENERAL BOTHA'S SPEECH*-

[NYLSTROOM,
November 1, 1913}

General Botha said he was sure there was only one road to be followed in
dealing with the Asiatic question and that was the right road. He hoped people
not living in South Africa would realise that their attitude in regard to the
Asiatic was not prompted by a desire to get rid of Asiatics, but was prompted
by principle. In this country they had Coloured races to deal with and they
did not want to have the position complicated any further. Their sole aim was
to keep the position pure and dean. Today he understood the Asiatics would
undertake a great march from Newcastle to Volksrust. He hoped these people
would accept better advice than they were doing today. General Smuts had
recently made a statement as to what had taken place when Mr, Gokhale was

iThis has been extracted   from  Governor-General's   despatch   dated
November 6,1913, to the Colonial Office.
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